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Introduction 

Distinction: This event and the wider/longer conflict 

Dimension 1: History 
A. 125 years in three broad segments

1a. 1897-1923 First Zionist Congress to British Mandate and King Abdullah
1b. 1923-1949 Mandate, conflicts, WW II/Shoa, UN 181 partition,

Israeli independence, Arab-Israel war, Arab “nakba” 
2. 1949-1994 Arab-Israel wars; PLO; 1967 land lost by Jordan and Egypt;

 Military administration and settlements 
 1979 Egyptian peace – Sinai returned; Gaza to Palestinians 
 1994 Jordanian peace – West Bank to Palestinian Authority 

3. 1995-present “Assassination of peace”; 2nd Intifada & violent resistance
 Settlement expansion and settler violence 

B. Whose Land Is It?
Competing nationalisms – Zionist & Palestinian Arab 

C. Hamas & Gaza

Dimension 2: Geopolitics 
Ancient Crossroads – Egypt and Mesopotamia 
European/Arab contention in Crusader times (12th c. ce) 
| O|   European/Ottoman contention in modernity (16th-19th c. ce) 
| I  |   US-Western/USSR contention during Cold War (mid-20th c. ce) 
| L |   Saudi-Western/Iranian contention most recently 

Dimension 3: Religion 
Israel – 20% non-Jewish 
West Bank & Gaza – 2-3% Christian, and 6-7% of global Palestinians 
Religiously motivated minorities: 

Israel: Religious Zionists, “Judea and Samaria” 
Palestinians: Hamas, “Islamic Trust” 



Dimension 4: Human Nature 
Fear of annihilation – cultural and/or literal 
Honor/shame society and rational/justice society 

Tribalism & fight/flight 
Discomfort with unclarity, tension humility 
Grief/anger/powerlessness compassion 

When involved in a conflict – be aware of these 
When observer to a conflict – avoid manipulation of these to involve you 
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